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Donating a Diary to the Great Diary Project 

This document provides an introduction to the Great Diary Project (GDP) for potential 
donors. It provides a brief history of the project, an outline of what we collect, 
describes the donation process and our privacy policy, and gives our contact details. 

About Us 

The Great Diary Project grew from the collection of Dr Irving Finkel, a curator at the 
British Museum. A number of years ago, Finkel was offered a collection of diaries by 
an antiquarian bookseller, who was concerned that the collection would be broken up. 
The diaries had been kept from an early age by Godfrey Williams, a soldier in India in 
the first half of the twentieth century. Finkel bought the entire collection of diaries and 
began a campaign to save the diaries of ‘ordinary’ people for posterity. 

The Great Diary Project was founded by Irving Finkel and Polly North in 2008 to work 
towards the creation of a permanent archive for diaries and similar material which 
may otherwise be lost. It is our aim that no unpublished diary or autobiography which 
is offered to us should be lost for want of a place of deposit. 

In 2012, the collection of the Great Diary Project was established at Bishopsgate 
Institute. The collection currently contains: 

 Over 2000 volumes of manuscript diaries written by more than 120 individuals, 
running from 1735 to 2013. 

 Around 2000 volumes of published diaries, including fiction and non-fiction. 

What We Collect 

We collect: 

 Unpublished diaries 
 Published diaries 
 Unpublished autobiographies 
 Digital content 
 Facsimiles and transcripts if the original is unavailable 
 Additional papers and photographs if accompanying a diary or autobiography 

Our primary objective is to ensure the survival intact of collections which would 
otherwise be at risk of being broken up or destroyed. We are happy to accept ‘diaroid’ 
material in any form, whether purpose-printed diaries, notebooks, loose sheets of 
paper, digital material, or any other format. Our only preferences are for diaries which 
relate in some way to the British Isles, and for the original version if you are willing to 
part with it (although we are happy to accept copies otherwise). 

Donating a Diary 

If you have a diary you want to donate, we ask that you fill in our deposit agreement, 
which is available here. The form asks for the following information: 
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 Whether you wish to retain copyright to the diary or assign it to us. If you 
assign copyright to us, we will then have the right to license reproductions 
from the diary. If you retain copyright, we will refer any requests we receive to 
you. Short quotations can be published without permission. 

 Whether you wish to prevent public access for a specified amount of time, and 
whether you wish to impose conditions on access. 

 Basic biographical information about the diarist (if you know it). We always 
conduct basic biographical research into diarists in order to provide information 
to researchers. Any information you can provide is greatly appreciated. 

 Your contact details. It may be necessary for us to contact you after donation. 
We will never pass these details on to anyone else. 

We are happy to pay the cost of sending diaries to us. If you want to send diaries to 
us, please get in touch and we will work with you to arrange this. 

What We Do With Diaries 

We have two major objectives: 

 To preserve as much material as possible in as good condition as possible. 
 To make the material available as easily as possible for research. 

The GDP collection is under the care of professional archivists at Bishopsgate 
Institute, and is looked after to the highest professional standards. When we receive 
diaries, we operate the following process: 

 The diaries are assessed and undergo any necessary preservation. 
 A publically-available catalogue entry is created, containing details of the diary 

and its author. 
 The diary is made available for research where no closure has been imposed. 

Privacy 

We are aware that diaries are the repositories for people’s most intimate confidences. 
We therefore maintain a privacy policy covering access to the diaries and publication 
of material. If the diary is less than 100 years old, we will usually insist on 
anonymisation of any person other than the diarist who is mentioned by name. Our 
full privacy policy is available on request. 

Contacting Us 

If you have any questions about donating diaries, please feel free to contact us using 
the details below. 

 E-mail: luke.parks@bishopsgate.org.uk, stefan.dickers@bishopsgate.org.uk 
 Post: Great Diary Project, Bishopsgate Institute, 230 Bishopsgate, London, 

EC2M 4QH 
 Telephone: 020 7392 9270 


